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Archaeological and Technical Study of Gold Granulation
Artifacts in Pre-Qin Period China

Huang Wei'? | Chen Jianli? » Wu Xiaohong’, Wang Hui’ s |Zhou Guangji 7

(1. China Numismatic Museum Beijing  100031)
(2. The Center for the Study of Chinese Archaeology Pekin University  Beijin 100871)
gy g Y g
(3. Gansu Institute of Archaeology and Cultural Relics Lan Zhou 730050)

Abstract  Archaeological gold granulation artifacts excavated from Xinjiang, Inner Mongolia,
Gansu, Hebei, Shandong are reviewed. In ancient China, gold granulation works came into being
from Warring States period (476 ~221BC) suddenly in north area, followed by lots of such arti-
facts imported on western Han Dynasty afterwards. The way of arrangement for granulation shows
similar style which indicates the same cultural element. Technical study are carried out on the gold
granulation objects excavated from Majiayuan site Gansu province using stereomicroscope, scan-
ning electron microscope with energy dispersive spectrometry to reveal the appearance , composi-
tion of granulations and solder. This study provides some new evidence and viewpoint to reveal the
relationship between north China and western world in early times.

Keywords Pre-Qin period, Gold granulation, Manufacturing technique, Cultural communication
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