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ABSTRACT: In June 2011, Research Center for Chinese Frontier Archaeology of Jilin University and

Inner Mongolian Institute of Cultural Relics and Archaeology organized a survey and excavation project at

Late Shang Dynasty

Xiquegou Copper Mining Site in Hexigten Banner, Inner Mongolia. On the ground surface of the site, six mining
shafts, two stone walls and one stone-built architecture were discovered. Two houses and one mining pit have
been excavated. The unearthed artifacts mainly consist of high neck and round belly pottery /i-cauldrons, most of
them having a decor of attached bands parallel to the rim. The stone implement assemblage is mainly composed
of large quantity of stone hammers used for mining and small quantity of stone grinding tools used for processing
the ore. This site can be roughly dated in the late Shang Dynasty, which is the earliest copper mining site
discovered to date in northern China.
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