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Abstract : China began to use bloomery iron products in the fourteenth century BC. About the Spring and Autumn peri-
od, the Central China first invented and used cast iron smelting technology in the world. After the Warring States period,
the cast iron smelting technology has been used on the large—scale in the Chinese culture circle, and has developed a vari-
ety of steel —making techniques and provided technical impetus for the process of civilization around the world. The
Guangxi Region began to use cast iron products no later than the Warring States period. About the ninth century, the sites
of cast iron smelting began to appear in the Region. These cast iron smelting sites are mainly located in the area of about
30 square kilometers in the vicinity of Longan Town, Xingye County of Guangxi, which is the largest and earliest cast
iron smelting sites of high manganese slag found in the world to date. Discovering the appearance of the ancient cast iron
smelting technology found in the Guangxi Region will provide useful informations for exploring the space —time frame of
the ancient cast iron smelting technology in the Lingnan region, the diversifying development of Chinese ancient cast iron
smelting technology, the historical and cultural influence, and the conservation of the relic remains.
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