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Pattern of Spatial Distribution of Ritual Bronzes in Tombs of the Early Western Zhou Period :
With the Yejiashan Cemetery in Suizhou as Case Study
Yang Bo
(Beijing 100101)

Abstract: The pattern of spatial distribution of ritual bronzes in tombs is informative, which could
enhance our understanding of the nature and function, as well as the ideas of use, of grave goods. The
Yejiashan Cemetery in Suizhou City and the Shigushan Cemetery in Baoji City can serve as excellent
examples for demonstrating such distribution pattern of ritual bronzes in tombs in the Zhou’s core area
and in the vassal states, respectively. Taking into consideration the distribution of ritual bronzes in other
Western Zhou tombs published elsewhere, it is proposed that by the Early Western Zhou period the
combination and use of food-centered serving vessels had been well established in burial rituals. Re-
garding their spatial distribution in tombs, three patterning seems noticeable; that is, ritual bronzes were
placed where the general categories of grave goods were found; food-serving and wine/water vessels
were separated from one another; wine/water vessels were placed together, with food-serving vessels
being placed on the two ends (one with wine vessel while the other with water vessel). The first two pat-
terning place a strong emphasis on food, which is a key aspect of the Zhou’s culture; by contrast, drink-
ing vessels are central to the last patterning, which may be an indication that the tomb occupants were
closely related to the leftover subjects of the Shang Dynasty.

Keywords: Yejiashan, the Early Western Zhou Period, ritual bronze, leftover subjects of the Shang
Dynasty
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Verification and Application of ‘Copper Groups’ Method
Li Haichao Cui jianfeng Chen jianli Xu tianjing
(Chengdu, Sichuan 610065) (Beijing 100871)

Abstract: In recent years, the RLAHA in University of Oxford proposed a “Copper Groups”
method to study the circulation of metal material. This paper briefly introduced the principle of the
method and used the bronze data of Qianzhangda, Yejiashan, Zhengzhou Shangcheng, Chengyang to
verify the feasibility of the method. The results suggest that Copper Groups correspond well with the ar-
chaeological background. Furthermore, the paper also discussed the application of this method in the
study of Chinese bronzes based on previous studies.

Keywords: Copper Groups, Principle, Verification, Application
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