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A problematic drawing indicates the excavators of Taixi have misunderstood the stratigraphy of the site.
Most buildings and burials should be dated to the same period. The pounded — earth buildings, each consisting
of a dining room, a storage, and several living rooms, are residences of large elite families. An altar in the
master§ living room represents the ritual space of the family, and a separate building that has been interpreted
as a winery is instead a public place for all members. Burials near the buildings are mostly of elite members,
female commoners, and children, while male commoners tend to be buried in the cemetery separate from the

houses.
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