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The Development of Iron and Steel Technology of Ancient Northeast China
View from the Metallurgical Studies of Ferrous Artifacts
~* Chen Jianli
Based on metallurgical studies of iron and steel artifacts unearthed form Yanxiadu, Laoheshen and

Lamadong sites, the paper discussed the development of iron and steel technology of ancient Northeast
China. The actions of wars, migration, robbery and so on advanced the speed of the iron technology of
Central China spreading to Northeast China. The comparative studies of iron artifacts’ materials and
making techniques of Northeast China and Central China shown that the beginning of iron using and mak-
ing Northeast China was later than Central China, their techniques and styles of iron wares were influ-
enced strongly by the later. The iron using and smelting were not at the same step at those iron — unde-
veloped areas, first was the use of iron objects from other areas, then materials for making implements
themselves, and finally the skills of iron smelting. But to answer the question of when and where North-
east China began the iron smelting need more data of archaeological works and should be paying more at-

tention to in the future.
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