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A Preliminary Study on Experimental Archaemetallurgy

Liu Haifeng, Chen Jianli, Qian Wei, Tie Fude
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Abstract: The “new archaeology” has provided theoretical framework for modern experimental archaeology. Since the
1950s, archaeologists abroad have done a lot of researches on mining, smelting, casting, metal working and application
and the results help to understand the metallurgical technologies in ancient world as well as the influences of metallurgical
activities on society and environment. By reviewing four cases of experimental archacometallurgy, the current authors find
that foreign researches focus on bronze smelting, bloomery iron smelting and special iron objects techniques and Chinese
scholars mostly focus on bronze casting and brass smelting; for the Chinese scholars, there is much room for improvement
in the future, especially in methodology, subjects of study, participation of archaeologists and inter—disciplinary
involvement
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