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Abstract Evolution of the labour sharing divided by gender during the Chinese Neolithic Period is studied.
Data are obtained from tools unearthed from single—occupant graves of known gender, and thirteen Neolithic sites
or cemeteries time-ranged from the Peiligang Culture to the late Dawenkou and Machang Cultures, or from BC
7000 to BC 2000 are involved. The funeral tools are classified into 3 categories 1 tools used mainly by
males 2 by females and 3 by both genders without preference. The two former categories are considered as
gender related tools. The classification was carried out according to the occurrence frequency of the tools between
the male and female graves and the hypothesis test method based on binomial distribution was used for the
classification. For each site or cemetery the ratio of the number of the gender related tools to the total number
of tools of all categories and also the ratio of the number of the male related tools to that of the gender related
tools were calculated. These two ratios, which can be considered as the proxies for the gender related labour
division, rise from the Peiligang Culture to the early Dawenkou time and remain at the high level with small
fluctuation afterwards. We interpret this as evidence for an intensification of the gender related labour—division
and the increase of male superiority in labour during the Neolithic time. The observed transition from the tools
used by both genders to the male related tools supports this conclusion. The possible time of the transition of the
matrilineal clan to the patriarchal clan is also discussed.
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