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Abstract: The Central Plains of China had gone through its unique trajectory towards the prehistoric
complex society as what happened in the same time of mid & lower of Yellow River mid & lower of Yangtze
River and west of Liao River. However the growth of elite groups in Central Plains of China was greatly re—
stricted due to the lack of raw materials and corresponding technologies for the craft making of luxuries. The e—
mergence of bronze vessels and bronze making technologies has fulfilled this demand as an agency to promote
the development of Central Plains into the stage of early state level society. In fact the local Neolithic accu—
mulations both in culture and techniques had established the bases for the introduction of bronze metallurgy in—
to local society quickly. Therefore the emergence of bronze metallurgy in Erlitou culture could be viewed as
both the impact of interactions between East and West and the inherence demand for the social development of
the Central Plains.

Key words: bronze metallurgy; Central Plains of China; early state; origin of civilization
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