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Abstract A considerable number of iron production sites dating to the Warring States and Han Dynasty have
been excavated in the past few decades. Yet, there is no research focuses majorly on the systematic and holistic
methods to analyze manufacturing wastes. Based on the materials recently excavated from Yanling, Shaanxi, this
article is trying to discuss, theoretically, the key propose of studying iron production workshops and, practically, a
feasible and reasonable standard for classification, recording, and analyzing the waste products in order to shed
more light on the nature and organization of these production centers.
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