DUPRIR P B O e 4 g e i /7 5
ULEE SR RO SR Bk A 125 8] A AL A

B3 MkE (BT RSE A RS F /TR
3 kiRet (PN SC 2 R

7= A (b Bk 22 S )

15 g:ymmﬂﬁéw&ilm’wkz:’,éﬁ Wy XEBART , EHAOEALTLENB AL >, AL B AL S MXE
w LA EREL LA BN S TR AR MBI Tk, AR bt KEL SRR BNTEAF AW
REFH SR BEOAALEAH LS T AR T oM RESILAKLERLEFTO > FRHFE L, AT k% b
RARRKBEHEmTZX, AXHE KEWEERA AL HZADZAKONE, LA TRHEAFRTH Y
MBREEGHEL , ZEBHOERARKNED, AR ERRS - R B KRB IR EX—RARE T, R
K MERBK BT REARZ, AN, AEESYANTASAFER R N AR 2R H#ZFH LK
LB ERBH R ERMB LR L E, LAAREHAEELOEE, W T 28 S etEmfFHR+FR
TIHRRKBH, DBFRTrRABRLELHEERROBEE R AR, ZLHNDHTHFRPTEKBREREARLR
KB R R R
XER: K E%d 205N

Abstract : Even though the transportation of iron implements in the Lingnan region during the Han period has been
discussed in the literature, there is no research yet that attempts to synthesize archaeological materials with theoretical
frameworks in order to understand how the transportation of iron objects took place in the region. In this paper, the
authors first introduce three types of transportation models based on the region distribution patterns of metal goods
from burials. Based on these models, the authors collected information of published Han tombs in order to study the
types of iron implements and the distribution patterns of iron objects between different burial clusters in Lingnan. In
addition, this paper studies the distribution pattern of bronze mirrors in order to compare the distribution patterns of
various types of metal objects. According to the statistic results, the percentages of tombs with iron objects are higher
in the western cluster than its eastern counterpart in Lingnan. In other words, the distribution pattern suggests that
the intraregional exchange network in Lingnan was still underdeveloped, therefore hindering the long —distance trans-
portation within the region. Probably, this is also the major reason that the Guangzhou cluster, which is situated at
the end of the Yuechengling—Lingqu canal —Lijiang river valley —Xijiang river valley transportation system, appears to
be deprived of iron implements in the Han period. In addition, although the distribution pattern of bronze mirrors
varied from those of iron implements, it reiterates the results based on the study of iron implements that the trans-
portation network in the region was not fully developed and integrated. Because of the constraints by the transporta-
tion technology and market network, the supply for iron and certain types of bronze implements in the region may
not be sufficient, which may hinder the spread of iron technology in ancient China as well as the development of
peripheries by the Han empire.
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