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Abstract: The composition, metallography and lead isotope ratios analysis are used to research the bronze wares from
the first excavation of Dahan Cemetery, Tengzhou City, Shandong Province. The bronze vessels during the late
Spring and Autumn period were mainly lead —tin bronze with moderate tin content and kept stable, while high —tin
bronze was more common in the early Warring States period. Metallography analysis shows that the thin—walled wa-
ter — containers unearthed from the cemetery are all forged. An engraved water —container from M43 is an important
example, which could be dated back to the late 6th century B.C. The lead isotope ratios of bronzes in Dahan
cemetery has various types and the main type is consistent with the Central Plains regions. The other types of lead
resources may be related to the middle and lower Yangtze River.
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