“IR” in Oracle Bone Inscriptions and Finance in Shang Dynasty

HE SR IR S i AR

FESRIMEFT

solpnis Alnbiiuy pue AlolsiH jJuaiouy

¥ XE Cao Dazhi
IERARSEEHESRR, 4E5T, 100871

ARRE.

AIHMWT PRSP “R Fo)UMAE, IAKAEEANRRFHIE, AL, e R Fr
By A, SN AR Z A BAERRZ %, SRS e A sk, HATEEAR
TR =, LaIEE S, B fF T b, ARERESWEAM, HAMEKH TR,
FXBERRF (RF) #ATFE ; AELEFFAIASHOIR (5R), “F. “FR”
o PR T AR BRI AW B, FTEXTOR T AFE &L ITP oK @R 545X,
AR JGHL P ERGER, MEMAAR, sHARBRGTRAS B RV ER 253,

K
TR A A BRSO M

Abstract: The author examines the ways in which the character “ci” [] is used in oracle bone
inscriptions. The character, commonly taken as a proper name or a verb meaning "stab", is reinterpreted

53

as “ji” [#f] meaning storage and stored goods. According to Western Zhou bronze inscriptions and
transmitted texts, “ji” [##] not only refers to agricultural products but also includes goods from animal
husbandry, fishing and hunting and craft production. The Shang king built a number of storages over
the state and appointed officers “jiyin” [RF]. The king also travelled to the storages to check the goods.
The term “shiji” [7*R] and “biji” [5+K] reflect the redistribution of resources by the state. Combining
with the archaeological evidence of large-scale storages discovered in excavation and written records in

transmitted texts, this interpretation can help us understand the state finance and resource flow of Shang.
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